
 
                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent and Carers, 

 

We hope you all had a good Christmas and New Year. We would like to say a very 

big thank you for all of our lovely gifts and cards; its very kind of you. As we had a 

couple of busy month this newsletter covers both November and December. So lets 

see what they have all been up to. 

 

What have we been up to………… 

 

In November Oak Tree enjoyed celebrating Bonfire Night, we talked about how we 

needed to be safe around fireworks and the bonfire. We also created our very own 

pretend bonfire using logs from around the nursery and coloured material for 

flames. We then had hot chocolate and pretended to toast our marshmallows on 

the fire. To commemorate Remembrance Day we created a wreath in the room 

and talked about soldiers. We then had a walk to the cenotaph to place our wreath 

where we looked at all the names and observed the soldiers we could see. We also 

created poppy biscuits which the children enjoyed taking home to eat. The children 

also enjoyed a visit from Steph from Kirkham library who came in and read us some 

fabulous stories. Thank you to everybody who has continued to do the home 

challenges, the children thoroughly enjoy looking at all the pictures. It is also lovely 

when  you put on pictures of activities you have been doing at home as we  print 

out the pictures and place them in a book as well which the children enjoy looking 

at and talking to their friends about.  

 

In December Oak Tree enjoyed celebrating St Andrews Day, we used our funky 

fingers to create flags using small bricks. We used the paints to create a flag, made 

our own shortbread biscuits and watched a short film about 2 little boys who lived 

in Scotland. We carried on the Gingerbread man topic by all having a gingerbread 

man biscuit and discussing which part of the gingerbread man we would eat first 

and the reason why. We made a chart to see which part, head, legs or arms would 

be eaten first. When we counted up the names on the chart it was the legs that 

were most popular. During December we did lots of talking about Christmas story, 

we had a lovely walk into Kirkham to see the crib at Town End. We had lots of visits 

out during December. We went to St Michaels to watch the nativity, it was lovely to 

see so many familiar faces of the children who have left us. We also went to a 

community party at Carr Hill High School, went to the carol service at St Michaels 
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Church and enjoyed an ice cream and Book Bean and Ice Cream afterwards. We 

also watch the nativity at Medlar with Wesham which was very exciting as we 

travelled there on the number 61 bus. We also went to Lowther Pavilion to watch 

the pantomime Aladdin which we all enjoyed. It was very exciting as one of the 

Oak Tree children got to go on the stage with the cast. We also did lots of Christmas 

activities and enjoyed having a special visitor come and see us. Thank you for all 

the encouragement you have given the children with using the Makaton outside of 

nursery, it is wonderful to see how much the children enjoy using it throughout the 

day. 

 

In Seedlings we have enjoyed lots of exciting activities focusing around bonfire 

night, creating colourful pictures. We have enjoyed lots of trips to the Post Office. 

We have been learning lots of number songs including 5 currant buns and 5 

speckled frogs. Seedlings have also been enjoying lots of ring games such as hokey 

cokey and Farmers in the den. During December we mainly focused on Christmas 

activities and enjoyed all the creativity and singing lots of Christmas songs.  

 

During November Acorns had a lovely trip to Wild Discovery where we saw lots of 

different animals. We all learnt some new animal sounds and met Father Christmas’ 

reindeers. We have been continuing to practice our colours and have been 

enjoying the book Wow said the Owl. Can we please ask that all your child’s clothes 

that they wear for nursery are named so that they don’t go missing. 

 

During December Acorns have been very busy practicing their fine motor skills and 

have been using their funky fingers to carry out activities which helps develop their 

tripod grip. We have enjoyed lots of Christmas songs and Christmas activities and 

the children’s Christmas packs came home with them. Can we please ask all 

parents to check the tops of the trays for any lost property. Please can we also 

remind parents that if your child is over 2 years old they need to be wearing nursery 

uniform. Please also make sure that your child has spare clothes with them in case 

of any accidents. 

  

In Little Acorns we have celebrated 5 birthdays over the months November and 

December. We celebrated Bonfire Night by making lots of beautiful artwork. We 

have also enjoyed lots of walks into the community. The babies have also 

celebrated the Christmas period by doing lots of sparkly activities, singing festive 

songs and dressing in Christmas attire. We were all very excited for the big man 

himself coming to visit. We saw him at nursery and we each got a gift which was 

very thoughtful. Everybody was looking forward to the holiday over Christmas and 

ready to start fresh in the New Year.  

 

Parents Useful links 

Sarah and Caroline attended an Early Years Consultation last week and came 

away with some links which we feel would be useful for parents to have a look at. 

They are as follows: 

 



Small Talk 

Video links to show parents how to further skills linked to chat, play and read. These 

are available in English, Polish, Urdu and Punjabi https://small-talk.org.uk 

 

Hungry Little Minds 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/using-the-hungry-little-minds-brand 

 

Home Learning Environment 

Lots of resources to promote chat, play and read with parents in your settings, 

including video links to share and factsheets 

https://theinstituteofwellbeing.com/the-home-learning-environment  

 

Parent zone 

Short videos for parents to access with the aim to improve home learning 

experiences. I.e. How to read a story with a baby. How to play a game outdoors. 

Online safety considerations are also shared. 

https://parentzone.org.uk/article  

 

Facebook 

We know a lot of parents now follow our page on Facebook and it is fantastic to 

see so many likes and comments when we post updates regarding your children. 

What would be even better is if parents could leave a review so that everyone can 

see what a fantastic nursery we are ☺ 

 

Tapestry  

Please remember that as a parent you can add videos or pictures to Tapestry. It is 

preferable to see a video as we can then link the evidence to different areas of 

your child’s learning journey. If you see your child doing something and you feel this 

is something that needs sharing or celebrating, please feel free to add it on. If you 

are unsure of how to do this, please see a member of staff in your child’s room who 

will be happy to show you. 

 

Tree Tots App 

You may have received a text message inviting you to download our new version 

of the parentapp. If you haven’t received this or are having problems downloading 

the app please contact us so we can try and help you.  

 

Spare Clothes 

Please can we remind parents to send their child in with spare clothing. If their child 

gets wet or has an accident it is important we have something to change them into, 

especially given the weather has now changed and we do go out in all weathers. 

Also if you have any spare clothes that you want to get rid of we would be grateful 

for anything you can spare, especially for the older rooms.  

 

 

 

https://small-talk.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/using-the-hungry-little-minds-brand
https://theinstituteofwellbeing.com/the-home-learning-environment
https://parentzone.org.uk/article


2-year-old funding 

Many parents are unaware that they may be eligible for 2-year-old funding for your 

child. You might be able to claim 15 hours a week free childcare (up to a maximum 

of 570 hours per year). This is called Free Early Education and it is paid for by the 

Government. To see if you are eligible please follow this link: 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/childcare-and-family-

support/free-early-education-for-two-year-olds/  

 

Dates for diaries 

9th February 2020 – National Pizza Day. The children will be able to make their own 

pizzas. 

14th February 2020 – Valentines Day. The Children can come to nursery dressed in 

red or pink. 

18th February 2020 – Mental Health and Well-Being Day. The children can come to 

nursery dressed in something that makes them feel happy or comfortable. 

29th February 2020 – Leap Day 

 

Kind Regards 

Tree Tots Nursery Team 
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